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BURHAIM FIRED

ding experienced pilots, engi-
neers and experts yesterday lea-
ked its report on July's Eagle
Orbitor smash up,

As expected, mission Commander
Henry J. Burhaim was judged
responsible for the erash. Follo-
wing the news, test pilot Bu-
rhaim's dismissal was announced
by the Agency.

At a hurried press conference
held after verdict, Commander
Burhaim, looking pale and drawn,
once again proclaimed his inno-
cence, insisting that a mystery
virus in the Orbitor's control pro-
gram had fouled up the landing
systems. Burhaim went on to
claim he was the victim of a plot
hatched by the Agency and mem-
bers ofthe space lobby who needed
a "fall-guy to throw to the lions",
Burhaim also complained the
entire aviation industry was under
"pressure from influential quar-
ters” aimed at grounding him for
keeps, with no chance of ever again

working as a test pilot.
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The Eagle inquest team under
John D. Westmacott and inelu-
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